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Curatorial team

DOROTA JĘDRUCH

t

(b. 1977), has a specialist interest in the problems of contemporary archi-

tecture (especially from a social perspective) and the visual arts. She is 

working on a doctoral thesis at the Institute of Art History at the Jagiel-

lonian University on the theme, Three Models of Social Architecture in 20 th 

Century France. Le Corbusier, Aillaud, Bofill. She works in the Education 

Department of the National Museum in Kraków. She was co-curator of 

the exhibition In-habitation 2012. Garden City, Gated City (National Mu-

seum in Kraków). A member of the Institute of Architecture.

MARTA KARPIŃSKA

t

(b. 1977), editorial secretary of Autoportret. Pismo o  dobrej przestrzeni, 

a graduate of Art History. In 2009–13 was editor of the monthly Architek-

tura & Biznes. A member of the Institute of Architecture.

DOROTA LEŚNIAK-RYCHLAK

t

(b. 1972), art historian and architect, chief editor of Autoportret. Pismo 

o Dobrej Przestrzeni. Curator of the exhibition Charles Rennie Mackintosh 

(International Culture Centre, Kraków, 1996) and co-curator of the exhi-

bitions: 3_2_1. New Architecture in Japan and Poland (Manggha Centre, 

Kraków, 2004) and In-habitation 2012. Garden City, Gated City (National 

Museum in Kraków). The author of the introduction to a selection of texts 

by Adolf Loos, Ornament i zbrodnia [Ornament and Crime] (2013). Presi-

dent of the Institute of Architecture.
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MICHAŁ WIŚNIEWSKI

t

(b. 1976), a graduate of art history and architecture, is interested in the 

connections between modern architecture and politics. He works in the 

International Culture Centre and the Economic University in Kraków. 

The author of a monograph on Ludwik Wojtyczko. Co-curator of the ex-

hibitions: In-habitation 2012. Garden City, Gated City and curator of the 

exhibition Reaction to Modernism. Architecture of Adolf Szyszko-Bohusz 

(both in National Museum in Kraków). A member of the board of the 

Institute of Architecture.

t

Institute of Architecture — a foundation established in 2011 in Kraków 

which is engaged in the promotion of disinterested reflection on the 

theme of space, through the organisation of interdisciplinary exhibitions 

about architecture, publishing books, promoting architectural education 

and the popularisation of architecture, mainly in its modern and contem-

porary forms.

Author of the artistic concept

JAKUB WOYNAROWSKI

t

(b. 1982), a graduate of the Graphics Department and the Interdepart-

mental Intermedia Studio of the Academy of the Fine Arts in Kraków; he 

currently teaches at the Studio of Narrative Drawing at his alma mater. 

He is a designer and illustrator, as well as a graphic artist, creator of com-

ics, artbooks, visual atlases, films and installations. He is also an initiator 

of site-specific activities in public space.
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Authors of essays

DAVID CROWLEY 

t

(b. 1966), a graduate of the Royal College of Art and the University of 

Brighton, who also studied at the Kraków Academy of Art in Poland in the 

1980s. He taught at Staffordshire University and the University of Bright-

on before joining the RCA in 1999. Former Deputy Head of the History 

of Design programme, he is now Professor and Head of Critical Writing 

in Art & Design. He also works closely with students in various design 

programmes at the College, including in the School of Communications. 

He writes regularly for the design press and curates exhibitions (Cold War 

Modern, Victoria and Albert Museum, 2008–09). Having a special inter-

est in Central and Eastern Europe, he has published, as author or editor, 

several volumes on the region’s cultural history.

DARIUSZ CZAJA 

t

(b. 1961), anthropologist, writer, music reviewer; researcher at the Insti-

tute of Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology, Jagiellonian University in 

Kraków; member of the editorial board of the Polish folk art quarterly Kon-

teksty. He is the author of numerous books on philosophy, cultural an-

thropology and literature: Sygnatura i fragment. Narracje antropologiczne 

[Signature and Fragment. Anthropological Narrations] (2004), Anatomia 

duszy. Figury wyobraźni i gry językowe [Anatomy of the Soul. Figures of Im-

agination and Speech Games] (2005), Lekcje ciemności [Lessons of Dark-

ness] ( 2009), Gdzie indziej, gdzieś dalej [Somewhere Further, Somewhere 

Else] (2010). 

JEAN-LOUIS COHEN 

t

(b. 1949), a French architect and architectural historian specialising in 

modern architecture and city planning. Since 1994 he has been the Shel-

don H. Solow Professor in the History of Architecture at New York Univer-

sity Institute of Fine Arts. He has curated many major exhibitions includ-

ing: The Lost Vanguard (MoMA, New York, 2007); Scenes of the World to 

Come and Architecture in Uniform (Canadian Center for Architecture, 1995 

and 2011); Interférences — architecture, Allemagne, France (Musée d’art 

moderne et contemporain, Strasbourg; Deutsches Architekturmuseum, 
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Frankfurt, 2013); Le Corbusier: An Atlas of Modern Landscapes (MoMA, 

New York, 2013). His recent publications include: Le Corbusier, la planète 

comme chantier (2005), Liquid Stone, New Architecture in Concrete (2006), 

Above Paris, the Aerial Survey of Roger Henrard (2006), Mies van der Rohe 

(2007), Architecture in Uniform (2011) and The Future of Architecture. Since 

1889 (2012). In 2013, the Collège de France in Paris appointed him to 

a chair devoted to Architecture and Urban Form.

JAN SOWA 

t

(b. 1976), sociologist, writer and activist; studied literature, philosophy and 

psychology at the Jagiellonian University, Kraków, and University Paris 8 in 

Saint-Denis. He is associate professor at the Faculty of Social Communica-

tion of Jagiellonian University.  In his research, Sowa explores the borders 

of cultural studies, social anthropology, critical theory, art and politics. He 

has written and edited several books on society, media and history, as well 

as on social and political theory. One of his last books is Fantomowe ciało 

króla. Peryferyjne zmagania z nowoczesną formą [The Phantom Body of the 

King. Peripheral Struggles with Modern Form] (2011).
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Patronage

The following institutions, organisations, and periodicals 
— participating in the debate on modernism in Polish architecture 

inspired by the theme of the 14th International  Architecture Exhibition 
— have extended their patronage to the exhibition: 

Museum of Architecture in Wrocław; Museum of Modern Art in Warsaw; 

Association of Polish Architects (SARP), Warsaw; The Young Architects 

Forum of the Association of Polish Architects (SARP), Białystok; 

Association for the Protection of Historical Monuments (TOnZ); 

The Polish Section of the International Association of Art Critics (AICA); 

Fundacja Architektury, Warsaw; Fundacja Centrum Architektury, Warsaw; 

Bęc Zmiana Foundation, Warsaw; Arch magazine; Architektura-murator 

magazine; Architektura & Biznes magazine; Autoportret magazine; 

Magazyn Miasta magazine; Architecture Snob; TRACE (Central 

European Architectural Research Think-tank).

The debate’s initial meeting, which took place in April 2013  

at the Zachęta  — National Gallery of Art,  

was moderated by Dr. Krzysztof Nawratek.  

www.architektura2014.weebly.com
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EXHIBITION

t

Impossible Objects 
7 June–23 November 2014

The Polish Pavilion 
at the 14th International Architecture Exhibition — 

la Biennale di Venezia 

Polish Pavilion Commissioner:
Hanna Wróblewska

curatorial team: 
Institute of Architecture — Dorota Jędruch, Marta Karpińska,  

Dorota Leśniak-Rychlak, Michał Wiśniewski 

artistic concept: 
Jakub Woynarowski

assistant commissioner:
Joanna Waśko

curator’s assistants:
Iza Wałek, Agata Wiśniewska

organiser of the exhibition:
Zachęta — National Gallery of Art

www.zacheta.art.pl

www.labiennale.art.pl

Polish participation in the 14th International Architecture  

Exhibition in Venice was made possible through the financial support  

of Ministry of Culture and National Heritage of the Republic of Poland

exhibition partners: 
Adam Mickiewicz Institute; National Digital Archives, Poland
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BOOK
Impossible Objects

t

conceived by 

Institute of Architecture — Dorota Jędruch, Marta Karpińska,  

Dorota Leśniak-Rychlak, Michał Wiśniewski 

and Jakub Woynarowski

edited by 

Dorota Leśniak-Rychlak

editorial coordination: 

Dorota Karaszewska, Joanna Waśko

collaboration:
Klementyna Świeżewska

graphic design: 

Jakub Woynarowski

translation: 

Ewa Kanigowska-Gedroyć, Marcin Wawrzyńczak

editing: 

Małgorzata Jurkiewicz, Benjamin Cope

typesetting: 

Krzysztof Łukawski

printed by 

Argraf, Warsaw

ISBN 978 83 64714 02 3

© Zachęta — National Gallery of Art, Warsaw 2014

All texts, graphic design and images by Jakub Woynarowski  

are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 

3.0 Unported license

The publisher has made every effort to contact all copyright holders. If proper 

acknowledgement has not been made, we ask copyright holders to contact the publisher.



﻿








